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t year for this almanac, but it has not yet made || Seward, Soul¢, Underwood, Upham, Walker, Whitcomb, 
ee \| and Yulee—24. 
its appearance. \| 


Mr. PEARCE. The Senator cannot say that 
the almanac has never been made. : 

Mr. HALE. I want to say a word with re- | 
yard to the amendment which the committee pro- 
pose, and I want to say it in justice to some other | 
oficers of the Navy. The officer, if I understand 
the matter rightly, who is preparing this almanac | 
isa lieutenant in the Navy. All the other lieuten- | 
ants in the Navy receive, I believe, $1,500. 

Mr. CLEMENS. $1,200. 

Mr. PEARCE. $1,500. 

Mr. HALE. ‘They receive $1,500. Now, the 
Senator from Maryland says we have established 
a National Observatory. Well, it would be a very 
curious thing to look back and see how that Ob- 
servatory has grown up from a ‘depot for 
charts’? to be a ** light-house in the skies.’’ There 
was never any act to establish that Observatory, 
but it has gradually grown up to what itis. The 
lieutenant that is in charge of that is put upon the 
same pay as a commander, which I believe is 
43,000 a year, and now you propose to give $3,000 


So it was rejected. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I now move to strike out the 


appropriation of $19,400 for the publication of the 
Nautical Almanac. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


I hope that will not be done. | 


I think we ought to preserve our own Nautical 
Almanac. 


Mr CLEMENS asked for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 


Chase, Clay, Clemens, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, Foote, Hale, 
| Jones, Norris, Rusk, Soulé, 
Whiteomb—16. 


Underwood, Walker, and 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Cooper, 


Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Ewing, Greene, Hamlin, King, Mason, 
Miller, Pearce, 
Spruance, Upham, Wales, and Yulee—25. 


Pratt, Rantoul, Rhett, Seward, Smith, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. PEARCE. The next amendment I am in- 


structed by the committee to offer is to add: 


And be it further enacted, Thatin time of peace, or while 


war is not threatened, the steamers employed in carrying 


a year to a lieutenant who is to prepare this Nau- the United States mail between New York and Liverpool 


tical Atmanac; and I believe the bill also proposes 
to cive $3,000 to some lieutenant who is making 
experiments in gunnery. Here are three lieu- 
tenants in the Navy who are staying at home by 
their own firesides, provided by the Government 
with quarters and everything necessary to make 
them comfortable, who are to receive $3,000 a 
year, while other officers, who are sent all over 
the world to battle with every clime and every 
season, are to receive but $1,500 or $1,800 a year. 
[ think it is unjust, highly unjust, to that merito- 
rious class of our officers, to put them on severe 
foreign duty at the lowest pay, and keep these 
other gentlemen at home living in ease, furnished 
with quarters, fuel, and rent by the Government, 
and paid at the same time double the amount you 
give to those that you put upon the hardest duty. 
I think this amendment is exceedingly unjust, and 
I hope it will not meet the approbation of the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator is mistaken in | 
some things. This officer is a lieutenant. I know 
him well. But the Senator is mistaken in suppos- 
ing that he lives in ease and luxury. A more ac- 
complished man does not live. He possesses as 
high scientific acquirements as any man in our 
Navy or in any ethte Navy. So far from living 
in that ease and luxury of which the Senator has 
spoken, he is devoting himself to the severest in- | 
tellectual toil of which he is capable. In that par- | 
ticular branch, I venture to say that he cannot be 
surpassed by anybody else. It is reasonable that 
these accomplishments should be estimated a little | 
higher than thecommon, ordinary acquirements of 
sea-going officers. It has been supposed to be but 
just to reward extraordinary accomplishments and | 
learning of this sort, which require great intellec- | 
tual toil, by additional compensation. It has 
been done with regard to Mr. Maury, who is the | 
jJunor of this officer. Mr. Davis is his senior, 
and I see no good reason why we should not al- 
low him this additional compensation. I think we 
had better allow it this year, even if we cut down | 
all the salaries next year. 

Mr. HALE. I do not think so. 

Mr. CLEMENS. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment of the committee. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. BRADBURY. I shall vote against the 
amendment of the committee, because I have laid 
down the rule to expend no more of the public 
money than is absolutely necessary. Let us have 
luxuries when we have a surplus in the Treasury || 
to pay for them, and not until then. | 


. . | 
The question being taken on the amendment, || 
resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Greene, Mason, 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Rantoul, Rhett, Smith, Spruance, | 
and Wales—16. || 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Chase, Clay, Clem- 


| 
} 


ens, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dddge of lowa, Downs, || Pensacola is sufficient for the present purposes of 


Felch, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, King, Norris, Pratt, |) 
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|asort of depdt and ropewalk. 


shall be placed under the exclusive control of and officered 
by the contractors, (E. K. Collins and his associates,) pro- 


vided the same shall be done with the consent of the con- 


ractors. 


The object of that amendment is to relieve the 


New York and Liverpool line of steamers, with 
their consent, from the obligations of taking out 
certain officers of the Navy. 
these lines consent to dispense with these officers, 
the amendment is to allow them to do it. 


If the owners of 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PEARCE. The next amendment I have 


to offer is to strike out the appropriation for a naval 
depét at New Orleans. 
tion in the bill as it came from 
$84,000 to be applied to a naval depot at that place. 
The committee thought there was no necessity for 
it, and that it would be unnecessarily multiplying 
these depdts, and they therefore thought it proper 
to move to strike it,out. 


There was an appropria- 
| 
the House of 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 


resentatives by Mr. Young, their Clerk, announc- | 


ing that the House had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. YULEE. Iam inclined to think that the 
Committee on Finance have made a recommenda- 
tion here which ought not to be supported. I think 
it very probable that New Orleans will be a very 
valuable and important naval depét. When it is 
considered that there is but one naval depét upon 
the Gulf of Mexico, and when we consider the 
extensive commerce of that Gulf, that New Or- 
leans is the point where it concentrates, and to a 
great extent the point from which provisions 
and supplies are to be obtained, and that labor 
can most conveniently be obtained there, it seems 
to me to be of the first importance that we should 
have some establishment there, convenient to the 
navy yard at Pensacola, from which supplies 
might be drawn atall times. It will be recollected 
that while upon the Atlantic coast, within a very 
short compass, there are a number of very ex- 
pensive naval establishments, there is upon the 
whole Gulf of Mexico, with all the vast com- 


| merce that concentrates there, but one naval estab- 


lishment. I can conceive of no more proper and 
economical object of appropriation than that for 
the continuation of the naval depét which has al- 
ready been commenced at New Orleans. That is 
the point at which the whole commerce of the Gulf 
concentrates, and where the produce of the west- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVES.TERMS $150 FOR THIS SESSION. 


ern valley takes its departure to be exchanged for | 


| the productions of the world. The appropriation 


is very small, and I think should remain. 

Mr. PEARCE. Our naval vessels have no oc- 
casion to go up the Mississippi. We have al- 
ready a navy yard at Pensacola. We have a 
naval establishment at Memphis, which is, I think, 
Naval vessels do 


not gou The establishment at 


to New Orleans. 


the service. 


\j Offer, to insert in page 10, line 7, after ‘* one hun- 
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Mr. SOULE. I hope the amendment proposed 
by the committee will not prevail. It seems tome 
to be very strange that there should be so much 
opposition to the establishment of the naval depét 
at New Orleans. There is certainly no place on 
the whole southern coast where provisions, and 
whatever may be necessary for naval vessels lying 
in these waters, can be supplied at sucha cheap rate, 
and with such facilities, as at New Orleans. This 
matter has been thoroughly investigated by the De- 
partment, and I do not see what could have in- 
duced the Committee on Finance to report to strike 
out the appropriation made by the House, and 
recommended by the Department. I hope the 
amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. DOWNS. 


1 hope this amendment will be 
re} ected. 


I do not see why it is that the commit- 
tee, in their economy, should try to upset the 
usual appropriations. It seems to me they are 
traveling a great deal out of their way. This is 
no new project. The lot has been purchased for 
the depot, and plans have been procured for the 
building. Of all places in the United States I do 
not suppose there is one where sailors can be en- 
listed with more facility than at New Orleans. 
It is most suitable also for laying in supplies of 
coal, provisions, and many other things. I do not 
understand why we should cut off everything from 
the West, and especially from New Orleans. 
There has been great injustice done by this Gov- 
ernment to New Orleans in matters of favoritism. 
I hope it will cease. I do not understand why 
this great port should be thrown out on every oc- 
casion. It has been customary with Secretaries’ 
and other officers to do it, but I trust Congress will 
not also doit. During the Mexican war the ves- 
sels of the navy in that quarter of the Gulf, which 
had not supplies of coal and other things, obtained 
them at New Orleans. I am astonished at this 
proposition. I wonder how such a fit of economy 
should have struck the committee just at this time. 
They had added to the bill hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, and | suppose, being a little ashamed of 
their work, struck out this appropriation which the 
House had put in. I cannot explain it in any 
other way. I protest against it. 

Mr. CLAY. We have done without this es- 
tablishment at New Orleans for fifty years, and we 
can do without it for a year or two longer. I feel 
as favorably disposed towards that great city as 
any man in the Union; but under the cireumstan- 
ces, I must vote to strike out the appropriation. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I had no idea that the Senator 
from Louisiana would exhibit so much feeling in 
relation to this matter. I concurred with the com- 
mittee in striking out this appropriation, for the 
reason that no evidence was given to show the ab- 
solute necessity of this establishment at this time. 
Nor do I think the honorable Senator has given any 
substantial reason in the remarks he has made 
why it should be continued. Thecommittee were 
obliged to recommend the borrowing of money. 
It became actually necessary in order to carry on 
the Government, that Treasury notes should be 
issued. In that state of things we ought to make 
an effortat economy. Instead of adding we have 
subtracted wherever we thought it possible to do 
so without inconvenience to the public service. 
This was one of the appropriations which we 
thought might be taken from the bill without at 
all interfering with the public service. In this 
exigency we thought our friends at New Orleans 
could wait a little longer, until we had more money 

| in the Treasury, or until they made out a better 
case, before we made this appropriation. 

Mr. DOWNS. I do not understand why a 
naval depét would not be as useful at New Orleans ‘ 
as anywhere else. If you dispense with them all, 
it is another question. ButI do not see any reason 
why you should dispense with this one at this 
particular time, while none of the other expenses 
are retrenched. I think this is a very strange pro- 
ceeding. I hope if this appropriation is stricken 
out, the House will not concur in it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. PEARCE. I have another amendment to 
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dred’? the words ‘‘and fifty.’’ 1 


of the Navy sent in an estimate for the navy-yard 


will briefly ex- 1 
plain the necessity for thischange. The Secretary |) 


at New York for a large amount—$256,500. The | 


House of Representatives reduced the appropria- 
tion to $100,000. The Committee on Finance had 
not time, as a committee, to examine this item 
thoroughly, and they therefore submitted that duty 
to me. While 1, as a member of the committee, 
make this motion, | have to say that it has not 
subsequently undergone the action of the commit- 
tee. The reason why I propose to increase the 
amount from $100, to $150,000 is this: It is 
necessary that the dry-dock there should be com- 
pleted by putting in iron gates, which are very 
expensive. This is absolutely necessary to the 
utility and safety of the dock. These gates will 


cost about $38,000. There is also a large engine- | 


house exposed to decay and the weather with the 


walls up, and to finish it will cost about $22,000. | 


The committee thought these items ought to be 
added to the amount in the bill. They thought, 
too, that some items might be retrenched. They 
therefore allowed the sum of $50,000 instead of 
460,000 for these two objects. This amendment 
reduces the estimate for the New York navy-yard 


by $106,000, which the committee thought was | 
the largest reduction the public service would ad- | 


rit it. 

Mr. HALE. I simply rise to inquire of the 
honorable Senator from Maryland if iron gates 
are not something new in the construction of 
docks? 

Mr. PEARCE. Not at all. 

Mr. HALE. How is it at Charlestown? 

Mr. PEARCE. — must have iron gates. 


It is the only proper mode of closing up a stone 


dock. I understand from the chief of the bureau | 


of docks that these iron gates are absolutely neces- 
sary. 

Mr. DOWNS. I thought it was very strange 
that the appropriation for New Orleans should be 
taken away. Now it is explained, for we see that 


it is transferred to New York. Thatis the man- | 
ner in which New Orleans and the South have al- | 
ways been created in regard to these matters. I | 


hope the House will insist on the bill as they sent || 


it to us, and not agree to these amendments of the | 


Senate. The committee did not want to increase 
the amount of appropriations, and so they cut off 
the appropriation for New Orleans to give it to 
New York. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I think my friend from 


Louisiana is a little more sectional on this occa- 


sion than becomes a compromise man. [Laugh- | 


ter.} As far as my action is concerned, I have al- 
ways been very liberal towards New Orlear.s, «1 
I believe such has been the action of Conrres 
But here is a great work in New York, #4, !:h 
most public works, the expenditures have exce:- 
ed the estimates. It always is so, and always wi!! 
be so until a different system is adopted. Thi 
money is mostly due to pay the honest laborers 
who have done the work. I hope it will be sus- 
tained. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from 


Louisiana speaks of sectional considerations. | 


They have not governed me at all with regard to 
either New Orleans or New York. But the cases 
are vastly different. One is a work under con- 
tract still existing. A part of the appropriation 
has been made to carry it on, and to pay for the 
labor already performed. The sum asked for by 


the committee is something more than $100,000 — 


less than the estimates. We exercised the same 
economy in this item that we did in regard to New 
Orleans. We took away $80,000 from New Or- 
leans and cut this down $106,000. 

Mr. DOWNS. I think there was an increase 
in this item. 

Mr. PEARCE. The committee increased the 
allowance of the House, but with their amend- 
ment the item will be $106,000 less than the esti- 
mates which came from the Navy Department. 

Mr. DOWNS. This is to be taken away from 
New Orleans to be given to New York. I hope 


we shall have a committee a little more southern 
next ume. 


Mr, DICKINSON, It is taking away these | 


$106,000 from New York. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the Senate to allow me to report the post route | 


bill. 
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No objection being made— 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill to establish certain post roads in the United 
States, reported the same back with amendments. 

The amendments of the committee were agreed 
to, and the bill having been further amended, on 
the motion of Mr. Hae it was reported to the 
Senate. The amendments made in the Committee 
of the Whole were concurred in, and the amend- 
ments ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. It was subsequently read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. PEARCE. J shall now offer the last amend- 


' ment of the committee. It is to add to the bill: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized to pay to E. K. Collinsand his associates, for 
the future conveyance of the mails between New York and 
Liverpool, at the rate of $600,000 per annum: Provided, 
That the increase of compensation hereby allowed may at 
any time be discontinued by authority of Congress. 


I will briefly state to the Senate the reasons 


which have induced me to offer that amendment. | 
I believe I am warranted in saying, that if this | 


line of steamers from New York to Liverpool does 
not receive some additional compensation from the 
Government it must break down. ‘The profits at 
present do not sustain it. The proprietors are 
annually incurring a considerable loss. At the 
same time it is the only one of our lines of mail 
steamers which pays by the receipts of postage. 


The receipts by this line for the month of Febru- | 
ary were nearly $47,000, and they have been con- | 


stantly and rapidly increasing, so that the postage 
receipts at the rate of last month, if carried through 


the year, will very nearly pay the compensation | 
proposed to be given by the amendment. Another | 


consideration is, that the sum allowed to these 
steamers is less, in proportion to their tonnage, 
than is allowed to any other mail steamers. Their 
ships were to be three thousand tons burden. 
They, however, built larger ones than they were 


obliged to build, some of them being six thousand | 


tons burden. We only allow them thirty-six dol- 


lars per ton, while we allow some other lines sixty | 


dollars. But the principal point to be considered 
by the Senateis this: A great rivalry exists between 
the British power and our own upon the ocean, 
particularly between these two great points, Liver- 


pool and New York. It is, therefore, a national | 
matter—a matter of nationat importance. We | 
should sustain the greatest line of ocean steamers | 
which we have in this country, and the only one | 


which is in competition, and which is a most 
formidable competitor, with the line supported by 
the British Government by a most lavish expendi- 
ture from their Treasury. 

Mr. SOULE. I rise to a question of order. 
tias there been any estimate for this? 

Mr. PEARCE. There have been letters re- 
ceived from the Secretary of the Navy. I do not 
know whether the Senate will consider the one 
which I now hold in my hand as a precise esti- 
mate. But it is a letter in which he says: 

“ Understanding from E. K. Collins, esq., that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs propose to pay him at the rate of 
$606,000 per annum, I have the honor to suggest that, if 
such be the determination of Congress, there will be needed 


, a further appropriation of 3200,000,”’ 


Mr. SOULE. I submit to the Chair whether 


that be an estimate? 


Mr. PEARCE. I would be glad if the Chair 
would read the rule, that I may answer the point 


of order which the Senator has raised. I will not | 
argue the point now, but will submit to the decis- | 


ion of the President of the Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. I wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Maryland, that as this is a proposition likely 
to lead to discussion, and as there are a number 
of amendments from the Naval Committee, many 


of which look to reform and retrenchment, and | 
will not lead to a discussion, but which may be | 
lost if they are postponed by a long discussion | 


upon a controverted matter, the propriety of with- 


drawing his amendment until those amendments | 
which may be offered by the Naval Committee | 


can be acted upon. 
Mr. PEARCE. I prefer obtaining the decision 
of the Chair upon this point of order. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will read the | 
rule adopted for the government of the Senate at | 
this session with regard to the appropriation bills, | 


It is: 
“No amendment proposing an additional appropriation 


' shall be reeeived to any general appropriation bill, unless 


|| it be made to carry out the provisions of some existi 
|| Or some act or resolution previously passed by the Senat, 
| during that session, or in pursuance of an estimate fro ; 

the head of some of the Departments ; and no amendmen 
ba 

tioned by the Senate.” . eeerenee Site. 
|. In the construction of this rule, as the Senat 

know, upon one occasion the Chair submitted i; 
to the Senate. They decided in that case that th. 
proposition could not be received. In conformity 
with that decision, the Chair on a second Occasion 
decided against receiving a proposition made by q 
Senator from Mississippi. On a third occasion 
when the same point of order was raised on ap 
amendment, the Chair intimated strongly, and 
perhaps went so far as to decide as in the ie in- 
stance; but, in consequence of his belief that i 
rested with the Senate themselves to construe this 
rule, which they had adopted for their government 
and that it did not become absolutely necessary 
for the Chair to decide, he left it to the Senate, ang 
they determined to receive a proposition which 
the Chair thought conflicted directly with the rule— 
the Senate differing from the Chair. The Chair 
therefore, will pursue the same course with regard 
to this, and submit to the Senate whether the lette; 
which the Senator has read is such an estimate as 
to justify him in offering this amendment. The 
Chair submits that question to the decision of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is an existing law pro- 
viding for the conveyance of the mails in the 
steamships between New York and Liverpool, 
These steamships are in fact the property of the 
Government, having been conveyed to the Goy- 
ernment for certain advances and being liable to 
become solely and exclusively the property of the 
Government. I submit, therefore, that an appro- 
priation to prevent the breaking down of this line 
will be to carry into effect an existing law. 

Mr. HUNTER. The appropriation itself must 
be to carry out an existing law. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is no existing law re- 
quiring the extra compensation. 


The Senate decided not to receive the amend- 
ment by a vote of ayes 19, noes 21. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to offer the following amend- 
ment: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be directed to cause the wreck of the steamer Mis- 
souri to be removed from the harbor of Gibraltar, in such 
mode as he shall deem expedient, by contract or otherwise; 
and that $80,000 be and hereby is appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, or such 
sum as may be necessary to defray the expense of removing 
said wreck. 
|| ‘That is in pursuance of a recommendation from 
the State Department. One of our steamships was 
sunk in the harbor of Gibraltar, and the British 
authorities have insisted on its removal, as it is a 
great inconvenience tothem. I suppose there can 
be no doubt about the propriety of it. 

Mr. YULEE. I rise to a question of order as 
to this amendment. There is no existing law au- 
thorizing it. This is a subject which has hereto- 
fore been much controverted. ‘The Naval Com- 
mittee reported this amendment at the last session, 
and the Senate decided against it. I think it had 
better come up as an independent proposition. It 
is a matter which ought to go to the Naval Com- 
mittee for their consideration. I would suggest to 
the Chair that the proposition does not come within 
the rule. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia says it is in conformity with an estimate. 

Mr. YULEE. Does the Chair understand that 
if a Department estimates for an object not au- 
thorized by an existing law, an amendment based 
on that estimate may be received and acted on by 
the Senate? 

The CHAIR read the rule again. 

Mr. YULEE. I withdraw the objection. __ 

Mr. PEARCE. I beg leave to say that this is 
recommended by the Department, and required by 
the British Government. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


|| A message was received from the House of 











|| Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed Senate bil! 
'| authorizing an additional term of the United States 
Cireuit and District Courts, to be held at Chicago, 
'| in the district of Illinois, with an amendment; and 
'' that they had adopted a resolution to suspend the 
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17th joint rule, so as to allow the above bill to be | 


ore 
Mur. DOUGLAS. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take = the bill which has just 
peen received from the House. Their amendment | 
is simply to strike out the oe in the Senate 
pill increasing the salary of the judge of that dis- 
I suppose there will be no objection to 


trict. 
that. 
}y unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to 
consider the above bill. The amendment of the 
House was to strike out the following clause: 


« That the United States District Judge, for that district, || 


shall be allowed the sum of $500 per annum, in addition to 
the salary now provided by Jaw, in consideration of the 
additional duties hereby imposed upon him.’? 

The amendment of the House was agreed to; 
and on motion of Mr. Dove tas, the Senate agreed 
to the resolution of the House suspending the 17th 
ioint rule, so as to authorize the bill to be presented 
io the President of the United States. 

Mr. YULEE. I have some amendments to 
offer to the bill from the Naval Committee, and I 
will state to the Senate that they have been already 
engrossed, so that no delay can be occasioned by 
their adoption. The first amendment I offer in- 
volves no additional appropriations. It is tp add 


to the provisions for the repair of vessels in ordi- || 


nary the following proviso: 


Provided, That $80,000 of the said appropriation shall 
be applied for renewing the {steam-frigate Princeton—the 
frame of the hull to be of white oak, and the said steamer 
to be in all respects adapted for testing in the fullest manner 
the merits of such plans of submerged propellers as the Sec- 
retary of the Navy may direct to be tried. 


Mr. WALKER. I should like to know from 
the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
how much the Government has already expended 
in tinkering with submerged propellers. I am in- 
formed that the amount expended is very large, 
perhaps as much as $80,000. 

Mr. YULEE. That is a question not involved 
inthis amendment. It will be recollected that the 
steamer Princeton was broken up, her hull having 
been found to be unseaworthy. The engine is now 
lying by, and rusting and becoming a loss for want 
of use. They have on hand a frame of white 
oak, and there will be no other cost required to 
renew the frigate, as recommended by the Depart- 
ment, than the labor necessary to be applied. They 
do not require a dollar of appropriation, believing 
that they can apply a part of the sum appropria- 
ted in this bill for the purpose contemplated. The 
object of authorizing the rebuilding of that vessel 
for the trial of such plan of submerged propellers 
as the Secretary of the Navy may think advisa- 
able to test, is to save expenditure. It is amatter 
of great consequence, an object of great consider- 
ation with the Navy, to secure, if it be possible, 
some means of propulsion which shall be sub- 
marine, and which shall at the same time be of the 
necessary speed for efficiency in naval steam war- 
fare. Hitherto the plan has been to make a vessel 
for the trial of such an experiment. Here we pro- 
pose to rebuild this frigate, which will be efficient 
for the purpose of a frigate, and with which may 
be tried, at very slight expense, each plan pro- 
posed. The trial can be made much cheaper and 
much better than if each plan were to be decided 
separately with different vessels. We shall, when 
the experiments are concluded, still have on hand 
a fine frigate, which, it is hoped, will be one of 
the very finest vessels in the naval service. 

Another object which the committee have in 
view, is to test the value of white oak as a mate- 
rial for shipbuilding in thenavy. If it is found to 
answer naval purposes it will he a saving of one 
hundred per cent, at least in the cost of our naval 
vessels. I hope, therefore, the amendment will 
prevail, as it does not require a dollar further ap- 
propriation. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. YULEE. I now wish to offer an amend- 
ment recommended by the Department, and by 
which it is expected to save $30,000 a year. It is 
to insert at the end of the 19th line the following: 

Provided, That no commutation of rations shall be al- 
lowed except to officers and their attendants, and for the 
Spirit part of the ration; and no person not actually at- 
tached to’ and doing duty on board a sea-going vessel, and 
the petty officers, seamen, and ordinary seamen attached 
to the ordinary of the navy-yards, shall be allowed a ra- 
tion: And provided, further, That no rations stopped for 
the sick on board Vessels shall be credited to the hos- 
pital fund, but shall remain and be accounted for by the 


purser as part of the provisions of the vessels; and that the 
rations of officers and others of the Navy, sentto hospitals 








TH 


zented to the President of the United States. || 
i! 


CONGRESSIONAL 





on shore, shall be credited to the hospital fund at the cost |) 


only thereof; and the chief of the bureau of provisions and 
clothing, with the approbation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
shall prescribe all such regulations in relation to stopping 
such rations as will insure a faithful accountability for the 
rations stopped for the sick on board vessels, and to insure 
due credit to the hospital fund for the rations at cost of those 
| sent to the hospitals on shore; the said regulations to go 
into effect on the first day of the succeeding month after their 
official receipt at yards, stations, and on board vessels. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. The next amendment I have to 
| offer from the Naval Committee is in relation to 
the regulation of the rank of assistant engineers 
who are absent on duty at the time of examina- 
tion. It was passed by the Senate in a separate 
bill, and has been recommended by the Naval 
Committee of the House, but could not be reached 
there for want of time. It is necessary, as an act 
of justice, that it should go in this bill. It is as 
follows: 

Be it further enacted, That if any assistant engineer shall 
have been absent from the United States on duty at the time 
others of his date were examined, he shall, if not rejected 
at asubsequent examination, be entitled to the same rank 
with them ; and if, from any cause, his relative rank cannot 


be assigned to him, he shall retain his original position on 
| the register. 
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Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the rule estab- | 
lished in the preceding section shall be applied to the cases | 


of Joshua Follansbee and B. F. Isherwood, who were pre- 
| vented by reason of their absence on duty from being pres- 
ent at the examination ordered for officers of their date. 


|| This is to conform to the practice of the Navy 


in reference to surgeons. 


Mr. HALE. Does this interfere with the reg- 
ulations of the Secretary of the Navy ? 
Mr. YULEE. Notatall. It is simplyto allow 


the examination not to lose their rank in conse- 
uence. 

Mr. HALE. Then I have no objection to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Young, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 30, 
| 1852. 

The President of the Senate signed the said en- 
rolled bill. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, by unanimous 
consent, it was resolved that the 17th joint rule 
be suspended for the purpose of allowing that bill 
to be transmitted to the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. YULEE. I now propose to amend the 
naval bill by a simple amendment, which is to 
change the title of one class of officers of the Navy. 
It is to add: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage 
| of this act, all *‘ pursers’’ in the Navy shall be taken to be 





and shall be called ‘* paymasters ;’’ but such change of title 

shall not impair, or in any way affect, the rank, pay, privi- 

leges, bonds, duties, or liabilities of any purser now in the 
| service; and new commissions shall be given to them, and 
they shall respectively take rank from the dates of their 
present commissions: and all laws in any way relating to 
the grade of pursers are hereby extended to and are to be 
taken as applicable to paymasters in the Navy. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs that there 
will be great danger of losing this bill if we go on 
in this way making amendments. We have but 
two hours of the session lett, and we shall cer- 
tainly be obliged to have a committee of conference 
| on the bill, and besides it will have to be enrolled. 
I recret that there is no more time, but I submit to 
the Senator whether, if we go on in this way, the 
passage of the bill will not be jeoparded ? 

Mr. YULEE. Theamendments I have to pro- 
pose were prepared under the direction of the Na- 
val Committee, and the chairman of the Commit- 


terday and to-day the importance of an early 
attention to the Navy bill; and | also proposed to 
him to examine with me these amendments, that 
| the Finance Committee might concur with us in 
sustaining them. At all events, if any delay is 
occasioned by the amendments I have offered it is 
not my fault. I tried to get up the Navy bill as 
early as possible. But if the Senate think it is 





the Naval Committee should be proposed, and 
that to offer them would endanger the bill, cer- 
tainly it will not be their desire to do anything 
likely to produce that result. I think, however, 
that the amendments which I am proposing can- 
not delay the bill in going to the House, because 


engineers who are absent on duty at the time of | 


| tee on Finance knows that I urged upon him yes- | 


not advisable that the amendments indicated by | 


they have been already engrossed; and hence, as 
soon as the Senate passes them, they will be ready 
to be sent with the pitt, 

Mr. HUNTER. I simply rise to state that the 
Senator from Florida is entirely mistaken if he 
supposes I thought it my duty to look over the 
amendments to be proposed by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. He knows that I have had no 
time for that purpose. If the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs have instructed him to offer these 
amendments, of course it is his duty to do 80; 
but I only suggest that he is running the risk of 
losing the bill in the House. That is the opinion, 
toe, of those who understand the state of business 
there. 

Mr. YULEE. It is very strange that when- 
ever the Naval Committee come forward to make 
amendments to the naval appropriation bill, they 
are always met with some objection. At the last 
session, when action on the appropriation bills 
had been delayed until a late hour, the Naval 
Committee offered their amendments to that bill, 
and the Senate was then called upon to oppose all 
amendments, and almost all that we offered were 
voted down. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. YULEE. I now offer an amendment at 


the desire of the Secretary of the Navy, to enable 
| him to straighten the boundaries of the Brooklyn 


navy-yard. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator who is at the 
head of the Committee on Naval Affairs allow me 
to suggest to him and to the Senate, that the time- 
piece of the Senate tells us that no further amend- 
ments to this bill ought to be offered. Besides, 
this amendment relates to the acquisition of land, 
and who can understand it now? I hope the Sena- 
tor will withdraw it. 

Mr. YULEE. Under the direction of the com- 
mittee it was my duty of course to offer these 
amendments for the judgment and action of the 
Senate. I have, however, consulted with the other 
members of the committee, and as the hour of ad- 


journment is fast approaching, they have author- 


ized me to suspend the offering of any further 
amendments, for the purpose of saving the bill. 
I will withdraw this amendment, though | think 
we had better pass it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I beg the attention of the Sen- 
ate for a few moments while I offer an amendment, 
which I assure them is, in my opinion, as strictly 
necessary as any amendment which the obliga- 
tions of law and of contract can require us to pass. 
I will state to the Senate frankly that there was 
an appropriation for the same purpose contained 
in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, but 
that it was disagreed to by the committee of con- 
ference of the House, and the committee of the 
Senate agreed to recede from it without being, as I 
think, fully aware of all the circumstances. 

In 1842 Congress passed a law directing the 
Joint Committee on the Library to contract for the 
preparation and publication of the works of the 
Exploring Expedition. In pursuance of that law 
they have contracted for the publication of a num- 
ber of these works. They have at this time a 
number of persons engaged upon the contract to 
do certain portions of the work—learned men, 
such as Dr. Gray and Dr. Torrey. There arealso 
other things which they are bound to take care of 
according to law. There are contracts outstand- 
ing to pay for paper, printing, and binding, and 
not one of them can be performed if this appro- 
priation be refused. If Congress is disposed to 
put an end to this, let them at the next session pass 
an act repealing the act of 1842; but while that 
law continues I trust they will permit appropria- 
tions to be made to carry out contracts, which 
some gentlemen here consider to be so sacred even 
when they are not reduced to writing. These 
contracts are not only in writing, but the execu- 
tion of them is in progress. 

Mr. YULEE. I have only to say that the 


| amendments of the Naval Committee were with- 
| drawn because of the disposition on all sides not 


to allow any further delay, lest the passage of the 
bill might be hazarded. It is very strange that a 
member of the Finance Committee should, in the 
face of all this, not only offer an amendment but 
preface it with a speech. oa 

Mr. PEARCE. I would not have offered it if 
it were not to save the national faith and public 
honor. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I hope that, in the little time 
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left to us, we will adopt this amendment and re- 
deem the public faith. 








tered into under the authority of law which cannot | 


be fulfilled unless this appropriation is made. 
The amendment offered by Mr. Peance is: 


For continuing the preparation and publication of the 
works of the Exploring Expedition, including the pay of the 


scientific corps, care of property, payment for printing and | 


paper, and other contracts under the law of 1834, authori 
zing the preparation and publication of said works, $25,000. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I was very much 
surprised when I heard that the committee of con- 
ference gave up that item. We have persons in 
our employ writing outand publishing these works 
under the contract. 


Some of them are one half, | 


and others perhaps three fourths finished, for | 


which the money 1s to be paid. It is not in the 
power of the committee, or anybody else, to ab- 
solve themselves from the contract, so far as it 
has been executed. This appropriation is to pay 
persons for labor performed under a contract made 
in pursuance of law. I hope the amendment will 
be adopted. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I suppose we are now 
making appropriations fer the next fiscal year, so 
that the individuals referred to will at any rate 
have their pay for the present fiscal year. I think 
it is high time that this book-making should be 
stopped. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE, I have an amendment which I 
wish to offer. 


Mr. YULEE. I desire to say that if it is the 


purpose of the Senate to entertain amendments, I | 


shal! certainly feel it my duty to offer those which 
the Naval Committee have prepared. 

Mr. HALE. The Senate have already refused 
to put the lieutenant who has charge of preparing 
the Nautical Almanac on the same footing with 
regard to pay asa post captain. There is in this 
bill, as it now stands, a provision putting the offi- 
cer who is charged with experiments in gunnery 
at the navy-yard at Washington on the same pay 
as that of a commander at sea. I think the prop- 
osition is such an extraordinary one that it will 
relieve me from the necessity of making a speech. 
I move to strike out this proviso: 

** Provided, That the officer charged with experiments in 


gunnery in the navy-yard at Washington shall hereafter 
receive the compensation of a commander at sea.”’ 


Mr. YULEE. 
would be doing the height of injustice to strike out 
this provision. It was inserted by the House upon 
the recommendation of the Navy Department. Af- 
ter an examination of the facts, there can be no 
doubt that the oificer’s labors are such as to entitle 
him to this compensation, and that it would be 
unjust to change the provision of the House. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the Speaker of 
the House had signed enrolled bill No. 14, entitled 
‘‘An act providing for an additional term of the 
United States Circuit and District Courts at Chi- 
cago, in the District of Ilinois.’’ 

The Presiwent of the Senate signed the above 
enrolled bill. 


Mr. BADGER. I rise simply to concur with 


I think it proper to say that it | 


THE CONG 


the chairman of the committee that thisamendment | 


ought not to prevail. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to make a report from the committee 
of conference on the civil and diplomatic bill. I 
understand that the House has concurred in the 
report already, so that if we concur in it, the bill 
will be finally passed. 

Unanimous consent being granted—~ 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following report 
from the committee of conference: 


That the committee of conference having met, and after 
full and free deliberation, have agreed to recommend, and 
do recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House concur in the 4th amendment of the Sen- 
ate with amendments as follow: In line 1, strike out 
« four,” and insert “ two,” and in line 6, strike out “ nine,’’ 
and insert “ five.”’ 

That the House concur in the 18th amendment with the 
following amendments: In line 4, strike out “ fifty,’ and 
insert “ twenty-five,’’ and strike out all after “per an- 
num,” in line 10, and insertin lieu: ** Provided, That this 
rate of compensation shall continue for the term of two 
years and no longer.”’ 

That the House agree to the 43d amendment of the Sen- 
ate with the following amendment: Insert in line 3, after 
the word “ California,’’ “per act third March, 1851.” 

That the Senate recede from the following amendments, 
viz: Nos. 2,5, 10, 11, 19, 24, 29, 30, 37, 39, and 40. 

And that the House agree to the following amendments 
of the Senate, viz: Nos. 1, 3, 6,7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 


4) 


i iii > Oe a ail 
|| 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 95, 26, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33, 34,35, 36, 38, 41, 
Contracts have been en- |, 42: 44: 45, 46, 47, and 48. 


It is not my fault that this bill is | 


Mr. HALE. 


here so late. The Senate, by a vote of three to 


two, have refused to make this distinction in favor | 


of the officer superintending the Nautical Almanac. 
Now, here is a lieutenant in the Navy’ employed 
at a particular navy-yard in making experiments 
in gunnery, and you propose to give him $3,500 a 
year. You propose to pay him very extravagantly 
above other lieutenants. If there is one single 
thing that can break down your Navy and destroy 
the spirit of your officers, it is this favoritism— 
this picking out of one man here and putting him 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 
i 
| 
} 


| 
| 


in your National Observatory, and picking out | 


another man there and putting him in your navy- 
yard to superintend gunnery—one of the prettiest 
sports in the world for a man fond of it—and giv- 
ing extravagant compensation to them, while offi- 


cers who are subjected to all the hardships of the | 


sea receive a less compensation, 
be remembered that you pay your Navy officers a 
regular salary, which is higher than that which is 


Besides, it must | 


paid by any other Government on earth; and | 


while they have such high salaries, is it right to 


pick out here and there a man, and select him from || 


the great mass of his peers and give him this ex- | 


travagant cormpensation? 

Mr. YULEE. I feel bound to state that this 
gentleman is doing an extraordinary and valuable 
service. The Senator from New Hampshire is 
mistaken in supposing he is located at the navy- 
yard. He has no quarters there; but heis obliged 
to be there, and must live at great expense in the 
city. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I infer from the 


remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire that | 


this officer stationed at the arsenal or navy-yard is 
a lieutenant. If so, the proposition is to give a 


lieutenant on shore the pay of a commander at | 


sea. Now, a commander on duty ashore is very 
fortunate if he gets the pay of a commander at 
sea, and a lieutenant on shore may be very well 
content to get the pay of a lieutenant at sea. 


ordnance in the Navy for a long time, and one of | 


them, at least, whom I know, has the grade of a 
commander, and is assistant inspector. If it is 


intended to take a younger assistant inspector, a | 


junior in rank, and put him on special duty, by 
which he shall receive the compensation of a high- 


er grade than those who have held the same rank | 


for a number of years, I submit to the Senate that 
it looks too much like favoritism. 


A message was receivgd from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives announcing that they had agreed to | 


the report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLEMENS asked the yeas and nays on 
theamendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to say that I shall vote 


against every amendment to every bill which I do | 


not deem absolutely necessary. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays; re- | 


sulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Chase, Clemens, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Felch, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, King, Norris, Underwood, 
| Walker, and Whitcomb—16. 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler. 


Shields, Smith, Spruance, Wales, and Yulee—22. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. RANTOUL. I have an amendment which I 
wish to offer, and which will occupy but two min- 


and the lives of your seamen. 
the words ‘*in open market,” in the item which 
provides for the purchase of hemp, and insert ‘‘by 
contract after reasonable notice.” The experience 


utes, and which concerns the safety of your ships | 
It is to strike out | 


Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, 1] 
Ewing, Foote, Greene, Houston, Miller, Pearce, Seward, || 





of the Government is sufficient to show the neces- | 


sity of adopting this plan. 


Mr. YULEE. I think if we make these amend- | 
ments, we multiply issues with the House, and the | 


amendment will be rejected there. 
The amendment was not adopted. 


amended. 


Mr. PEARCE. I beg leave to renew the amend- | 


ment concerning the Collins line. 
| Mr.GWIN. I think the Senate was not fully 
apprised of the question when the vote was taken 


|; in committee. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate as 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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Mr. HUNTER. [rise to a question of order 
This amendment was decided by the Senate to be 
out of order. ' 

The PRESIDENT. It is the same ques:; 

which was decided by the Senate, in ikeie 
to be out of order, and the Chair cannot entertain 
it, 
Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to remark that I con- 
sider the competition between the Collins and the 
Cunard lines asa competition between the nations 
in which I consider the honor of our flag con. 
cerned. I consider, if this appropriation js no; 
made, we surrender to the superiority of British 
liberality, which has been extended to the Cunard 
line. I hope Congress will be as liberal to the 
American line as Great Britain has been to the 
Cunard line. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator is not aware 
perhaps, that this question was raised and submit. 


ted to the Senate, as in committee, and that this 
| amendment was decided to be not in order, 


Mr. CLAY. But we are now in the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT. It is the same question 


| that was decided in committee. 


Mr. CLAY. 
Chaix, 
The PRESIDENT. The amendment was 


I appeal from the decision of the 


_ offered in committee, and the Chair submitted the 


| was not in order to receive it. 


point of order to the Senate, whether, accordin 
to the rule which had been adopted, it should be 
received, and the Senate decided by a vote that it 
The bill has now 
been reported to the Senate, and of course the 
Chair cannot receive the same proposition in the 


| Senate after it has been decided in committee that 


it was out of order. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I should regret to see so 


"great an interest as this driven off upon a question 


of mere technicality. It is a very great interest, 
and while I should regret to see the appropriation 
bill added to by so large an amount as this, it 
should be remembered that it is a question between 


/us and Great Britain, and I should like to see it 


| determined substantiall 
There are officers who have been inspectors of || 


by the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair decided in strict 
conformity with the decision of the Senate itself, 


| the Senate having decided that the amendment 


| was not in accordance with the rule. 


The major- 


| ity of the Senate said that the rules forbade the 


| the decision of the Chair, whic 
| formity with the decision of the Senate itself. The 


reception of the amendment. It is now offered 
again, and the Chair is bound to decide, in con- 
formity with the decision of the Senate, that it 
cannot be received. It will rest with the Senate to 
decide the question. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Senator from Kentucky 
has taken an appeal. I go for the amendment, 
and against ‘*the wooden walls of England.” 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has decided 
that the amendment cannot be received, in con- 
formity with the decision of the Senate. It will 
rest with the Senate to reverse that decision if it be 
wrong. 

Mr. FOOTE. Is there anything more common 
than for the Senate to overrule its action when in 
committee? 


The PRESIDENT. An appeal is taken from 
he makes in con- 


Senate will now say whether the Chair has de- 





| cided correct! 


or not. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 
Mr. HAMLIN. I understand the question is 


| whether the decision of the Chair is to be sus- 


tained or reversed. 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. I should dislike very much to de- 
cide that the decision of the Chair is wrong. But 


_ cannot the question be, Shall the Senate reverse 
| its decision? 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair stated the ques- 
tion to the Senate in committee to be: Does the 
rule forbid the reception of the amendment? and 
the Senate voted that it did, and the Chair so de- 
cided. The same amendment is again offered, and 
the Chair decided in conformity with the decision 
of the Senate. The Senate may now reverse its 
own decision, and say that it was wrong in de- 
ciding that the amendment was out oforder. _ 

Mr. BERRIEN. I understand the question 1s, 
whether the Chair has acted correctly in obeying 
the order of the Senate. ; 

Mr. CLAY. I understand the question to be, 
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whether & careless decision, given without discus- 
con, in a thin Senate as in committee, is to stand 
ol control the Senate. ar ee 

Mr. BERRIEN. 1 beg to say that the decision 
yas not carelessly given, but upon reflection. 

“Mr. RUSK. The question came before the Sen- 

+» whether this amendment was in order or not | 
uoder the rule adopted. If there has been a re- 
~yisition from a Department, then | understand 
\\at it would be in order under the rule. If there 
ios not been a requisition from a Department con- 
ined in the letter I read, then I do not under- | 
sand What a requisition 1s. 
“Mr. DOWNS. I do not understand that this 
‘<a technical question whether the Senate will 

verrule the decision of the Chair, but whether the 

Senate may or may not, upon reflection, recon- 
«der its own decision. I wish to disincumber 
this question of any reference to the decision of 
the Chair, because nobody has more deference to 
‘he decision of our presiding officer than I have. 
[ really think it is not overruling the decision of 
the Chair at all, but a reconsideration of our own 
opinion. 

‘The PRESIDENT. The Chair has already 
stated that he makes the decision in conformity 
with what the Senate have instructed him to do. 

Mr. BORLAND. I desire to state why I con- 
sider the decision of the Chair correct. Under 
the rule [ understand that no amendment to a gen- | 
eral appropriation bill requiring an appropriation 
of money can be made, unless it is accompanied | 
by an estimate furnished by a Department, or un- 
less it is an amendment which provides for the exe- 
cution of a provision of a preéxisting law. Under 
no circumstances can an amendment be made pro- 
viding for a private claim. Now, I think upon all | 
three of these points this amendment is clearly | 
excluded by the rule. In the first place, it comes 
in without an estimate from the Department. 
Secondly, it is not in compliance with a preéxist- 
ing law; and, in the third place, no one under- | 
stands it to be anything but a private claim, a 
gratuity to an individual. 

The question was then taken on sustaining the 
decision of the Chair ruling out the following 
amendment: 

“4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be authorized to pay E. K. Collins and his associates, 
for the future conveyance of the mails between New York 
and Liverpool, at the rate of $600,000 per annum: Provi- 
ded, That the increased compensation hereby allowed may 
at any time be discontinued by authority of Congress.”’ 

The yeas and nays were taken, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, | 
Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, 
Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rhett, Se- 
bastian, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Walker, and 
Whitcomb—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, 
Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Douglas, | 
Downs, Ewing, Foote, Greene, Gwin, Houston, Jones, | 
Miller, Pearce, Rantoul, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
and Wales—24. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- | 
grossed, and the bill was read a third time and | 
passed. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. BELL. I move that the Senate take up 
the joint resolution providing for the assignment 
of bounty land warrants, which is on its third 
reading. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not wish to supersede the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Tennessee, | 
but simply to ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, pending that motion, to have the bill es- 
tablishing post routes read a third time. 

Mr. WALKER. I shall vote against the mo- | 
tion of the honorable Senator from Tennessee, and 
as a last effort against it, I call for the special or- 
der, which is the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senate will unani- 
mously consent to the consideration of the post 
route bill. It will not take a single moment. 

Mr. WALKER. I call for the special order. 
Mr. BELL. I move to postponeall prior orders 
to take up the joint resolution which I have men- | 

tioned. 

Mr. WALKER. That takes with it the river 
and harbor bill. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

They were not ordered. 

The following message was then received from 
the House of Representatives by the hands of Mr. | 
Youre, their Clerk: 





Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have 
adopted a resolution suspending the l6th joint rule of the 
two Houses so. far as relates to House bill No. 478; and also 
have adopted a resolution suspending the 17th joint rule, 
so far as relates to bills No. 461, 462, 474, 478, and other 
bills which may have been passed this day. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Mirtarp P. 
Fittmorg, his Private Secretary, announcing that 
the President had signed the enrolled bill rezula- 
ting the terms of the district and circuit courts in 
the district of Lllinois. 

Mr. BELL. If by the unanimous consent of 
the Senate the post route bill can be taken up, and 
my motion will not be superseded, I will consent 
to the motion of the Senator from Texas. 

There being no objection, the post route bill 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Bett to take up the joint resolution respect- 
ing the assignability of bounty land warrants, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the resolution of 
the House be concurred in which suspends the 
17th joint rule in relation to the bills sent from 
the House. 

Mr. WALKER. If it applies to the appro- 
priation bills exclusively, I do not object. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I make the motion so as to in- 
clude only the appropriation bills which have been 
passed. They cannot be sent to the President 
until that is done. 

Mr. CLEMENS. [I objectto it. If this boun- 
ty land bill is to be killed, I intend that other bills 
shall go along with it. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution explana- 
tory of the act approved September 28, 1850, en- 
titled **An act granting bounty land to certain 
officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States,’’ is on its 
third reading, and the question is, Shall it pass? 

Mr. WALKER. [I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have some ob- 


jections to this bill, which I will state very briefly. 


It will be recollected that in the origin of this 
measure the proposition was to give to the old 
soldier a home, and secure it to him from execu- 
tion, so that in his old age, and poverty perhaps, 
he should not be homeless. It then met my very 
cordial support. But subsequent steps have been 
taken, until we appear to have lost sight of the 
object in its origin. Why is it that, as a bounty 
land bill, there is a provision that the land shall 
not be subject to execution for debt? If it is to 
give land as a gratuity, and the land may be con- 
verted into money, this was unnecessary. I think 
every step we take is a departure from the origin- 
al purpose, and is without one single principle on 
which to rest. It cannot be argued that it was an 
inducement to the soldier to enter the service; it is 
but a mere gratuity. If, then, you wish to give a 
mere gratuity in land to be converted into money, 
why not convert it into money yourselves? Do 
not give a warrant for one hundred and sixty acres 
of land that is worth to the Government $200, in 
such a manner that the recipient must sell it for 
$50 or $100. If it is the purpose to give to the old 
soldier the value of the land, it will be better in 
every respect to give him the market price in 
money, and keep the land, which is worth more 
to the Government than he will obtain for it. Or, 
if the object is to give him a gratuity of a certain 
number of dollars, we should incorporate in this 
resolution such a provision as was contained in 
the Mexican bounty land law, which allowed the 
warrant to be converted into money ata certain 
rate below its market value. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Watker,] who has 
struggled so hard to preserve the public lands, at 
least from this mode of granting them, attempted 
some time since to secure his object by a provision 
of this sort. Its failure could only be fairly ac- 
counted for on the supposition that Congress had 
determined to give the old soldier a home, and to 
secure it to him free from execution for debt. 
Therefore, while 1 was in favor of the original 
bill, I am opposed to making these warrants as- 
signable. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I think the Senator from 
Mississippi is entirely mistaken, and that it was 
not the object of the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives to give the old soldier a home, and to 
make that homestead free from execution. Such 
a provision is notin this law, nor in any other 
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This doctrine of homestead exemption, to a 
greater or less extent is, as yet, an experiment. 
Phe main object of this bill, I believe, was not to 
give the old soldier a home, and to exempt that 
home from execution, but to convert the public 
domain into private property. That was my ob- 
ject, and I considered the old soldier more worthy 
to receive the public domain than any others to 
whom we could give it. This was the motive that 
governed me in my vote on that question. Now, 
let us look at this matter. Does the Senator from 
Mississippi suppose that one old soldier in a thou- 
sand from the old thirteen States would go to a 
new country, a new Stateor Territory, to settle on 
the lands for the purpose of securing himself a 
home in his old age? No, sir. I put it to the 
candor of that Senator, and he will at once say 
that not one in a thousand would leave the State 
of Maryland, or Virginia, or Massachusetts, to go 
to Wisconsin, or Iowa, or Missouri, for the pur- 
pose of locating his warrant for one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. The consideration, as the 
Senator from Arkansas suggests, is entirely too 
small. One hundred dollars would not pay his 
expense, or the expenses of his agents, in locating 
his land warrant, and he will not do it for the pur- 
pose of making it his home, although you may 
exempt that home from execution. The state 
ment of this fact isan answer to the objection of 
the Senator from Mississippi. It may have been 
an inducement with him to give his vote, but it 
was not so with me, for I have always maintained 
the broad ground that to convert the public domain 
into private property was for the benefit of the State 
in which the lands are located, and | have always 
voted to turn this domain into private property. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will endeavor 
to answer the Senator from Missouri as briefly as 
he has answered me. If my memory is correct, 
the original bill did contain the provision I stated, 
making these lands exempt from execution. I 
think it bore upon its face the intent to give the 
soldier a home in his old age. But the Senator 
asks me if I believe the old soldiers will go to the 
new States for this land. I believe that many of 
them would. I know no class of persons so apt 
to go. It is the very restless energy that made 
them soldiers in their youth which will lead them 
to the backwoods. But if they did not go, the 
warrants which they held in their hands would be 
increasing in value, and would be something to 
give to their sons who might hereafter wish to go. 
These warrants will be of greater value than if 
they are thrown into the market by this system of 
assignment. Moreover, it would save to the 
Treasury of the United States some portion of the 
public treasure derived from the sale of the public 
lands; whereas, if these warrants are made assigna- 
ble, it must, as stated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his report, tend to diminish the rev- 
enue from the public lands. If, however, these 
warrants are not assignable, they will be held by 
individuals, and will be located, from time to time, 
over a long period of years, and the balance of the 
land will be sold and the money accrue to the bene- 
fit of the United States. I agree with my friend from 
Missouri, if a proposition is submitted as to what 
class of the community shail have the advantage, 
if it is a forecone conclusion that the public land 
is to be distributed among the people, that, of all 
classes, those should first receive the advantage of 
the distribution who had rendered personal service 
to the Government during war, either on land or 
sea. The sailor and soldier would have a claim 
much higher than any other classes. Far better 


| is it, if the lands are to be distributed, that they 


should first go to the sailor and soldier, then to the 
native American citizen, and lastly to those for- 
eigners who might be induced to come here for the 
purpose of settlement. I do not wish these war- 


\.rants to get into the hands of companies who 


would make them the means of taking up the lands 
in the United States by speculation founded upon 
the importation of foreign paupers. I agree with 
my friend, therefore, so far as he takes that posi- 
tion. I still hold, however, that it is the interest 
of the old soldier to secure his land as originally 


| intended; that it is neither his interest nor that of 


the Government to make these warrants assign a- 
ble, and that, to make them assignable, is to make 
them inure to the benefit of the speculator, and not 
of the soldier for whom they were intended. 

Mr. BUTLER. I had no idea that this subject 
would be debated at this hour. 
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Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator from South 
Carolina yield me the floor? lL ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to suspend the ]6th and 17th 
joint rules in relation to House bills 461, 462, and 
474, the civil and diplomatic and the Army and 
Navy appropriation bills? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
able? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
impression that it can be amended. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I move to include 
the bill now under consideration. 

Mr. FOOTE, It is hardly in order until this 
bill shall be passed. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
impression that, after a motion is received, even 
though it be by unanimous consent, it will be in 
order to move to amend it. 

Mr. WALKER. If that is the intention, then 
I object to the original proposition. 

Mr. HUNTER. In that case I have no right 
to take the floor from the Senator from South Car- 
olina, 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand the Senator 
from Wisconsin as objecting to the amendment of 
the Senator from Kentucky, and not to the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that. 

Mr. WALKER. Allow me to say 

Mr. BUTLER. I believe I have the floor, but 
I am willing to take the vote on the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia, for I do not like this inter- 


Is that motion amend- 





locutory speaking at all, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I withdraw my amend- 


ment. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then agreed 
lo. 

Mr. BUTLER. I had no idea that this bill 
was to be defeated after it was, at least by impli- 
cation, ordered to its third reading. If gentlemen 
choose to defeat it, either in one way or another, 
let it be understood that it is done by these rules, 
and not by ordinary legislation. 
to distribute the public lands is the mode indicated 
by this bill, instead of giving the lands to the 
States in which they lie. By giving the lands to 
the old soldier it gives to parties who have served 
the country, and makes, in some measure, an equal 
distribution, so far as it can be accomplished. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by the hands of Mr. Youna, their 
Clerk, announcing that the House of Representa- 
tives had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to the Navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, I will finish with a single re- 
mark in reply to the Senator from Mississippi. 
He has contended that there was a provision in 
the original bill to give a home to the old soldier, 
which should not be alienable by bim, nor subject 
to execution a7 Jieri facias. My friend from Mis- 
sissisippi would be the last man to allow the prin- 


ciple of federal legislation to dictate to the States | 


what should be the descent of property. If a State 
has a right to regulate the descent, certainly it has 
a right to regulate possession. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. That is broader 
than my proposition. 

Mr. iTLER. Your proposition was that 
such should have been the provision, and I say 
such a provision as that of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi should not be and cannot be a provision 
under the principle of State laws. 

Mr. WALKER. I think the Senator from 
South Carolina is somewhat mistaken, particular- 
ly in regard to the character of the legislation 
which has been had upon this subject. We have 
passed a bill which { believe is now a law, by 


tain extent. I allude to the bill providing for the 
settlement of private land claims in California, b 
which provision is made for the survey of the land, 
and dictating that one half shall be the propert 
of the husband in certain cases, and the other half 
the property of the wife; thus interfering with 
connubial relations. Congress may attach con- 
ditions to a grant. 

Mr. BUTLER. Which the State can annul. 

Mr. WALKER. If Congress makes a grant, 
with restrictions imposed, and the State keeps 


{ ie ba | 
Treasury has estimated the amount of land which |) _ 4 
will be granted under the original law at about |, sideration. 


The best mode | 


_THE 


| 
| 


| 


_the Senate, it will double the amount originally 


| tended, when there is such an immense quantity | 


| secured to him in his proper person or to his 





_which I apprehend the Senate will pass without | 
| debate; I allude to the light-house bill. 


| of taking up that bill. 


| petition to Congress; it was gotten up for the pur- | 
pose of speculation, without any foundation in the || 


| petition asking that the public land might be 


| bill should pass, but I apprehend there can be no 





faith with the donor, it would continue in perpe- | 


tuity as directed by Congress. The measure now 
before us is amendatory of one which gave the 
best portion of the public lands to the ion of 
the country. TI believe that the Secretary of the 


' | that there is upon the table a bill making appro- | 
which Congress did regulate succession to a cer- | 


ninety-five millions of acres; and at the time that 
law was passed we had a large amount of bounty 
land warrants outstanding. If we adopt this | 
amendment, in the estimation of those who would 
seem to know the most about the matter, such as 


the Commissioner of the Land Office and the | 
| chairman of the Committee on Public Lands in 


granted by the bill which passed Congress at the 
last session. And yet when you propose to issue 
a paper medium for the purchase of the public 
lands equivalent to twice ninety-five millions of 
acres, you have a proposition before you to make 


the whole of them assignable, which will not re- | 


sult to the benefit of the soldier to the full extent || 


of their value, but to the benefit of the speculator | 


who may take advantage of the necessities of the |) 


soldier. As I remarked the other day, if any one 
will look at the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, he will find that the quantity | 
of land covered by these laws is equivalent to all 
the public land in eight out of the twelve land- 
holding States of the Union. And yet it is con- | 





of this assignable paper out, that it will be of more | 
benefit to the old soldier than if the land were 


family. : , 
Sir, the original bill was passed without a single | 


wishes of the soldiers. I know there were peti- 
tions before Congress asking that bounty land 
might be given to the officers who were the com- 


manders of those to whom the bounty land was || 


given. But the mass of the soldiers never sent a 
thrown open to speculation. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Iam very desirous that this 


prospect of its passage now; not the slightest in 
the world. We eon adopted certain amendments, 
which must go to the House, and even if they | 
shall concur there is not time to have the amend- 
ments engrossed and the resolution enrolled. There | 
is another bill which the House have passed, and 


I move to 
lay this bill on the table, therefore, for the purpose 


The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the passage of | 
the resolution, with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clarke, Clay, 


Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Doug- 
las, Downs. Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, 





Miller, Morton, Nwrris, Pearce, Pratt, Rhett, Rusk, Sebas- || 


tian, Seward, Shields, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and | 
Whitcomb—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of | 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Ewing, Felch, Jones, King, | 
Smith, and Walker—10. 


So the resolution was passed. 


RELIEF OF THE CONGRESSIONAL PRINTER. 
Mr. FOOTE. I wish to get up a joint resolu- | 


Ritchie. I therefore move to postpone the orders 
of the day for the purpose of taking it up. 

Mr. CLAY. I second the motion, with an 
anxious desire that it may be taken up and agreed 
to. 

Mr. SEWARD. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 


I call for the yeas and nays. 
I desire to say to the Senate | 


priations for light-houses. It is a public bill, and | 
it is important that it should be passed. It could | 
be done in five minutes. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [hope the Senator from Mis- | 





| sissippi will give way. 


Mr. FOOTE. I cannot give way for anything. 


| This is not only a national object, but one of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


utmost justice and humanity. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senate will con- | 
sider the light-house bill rather than this. 
Mr. SHIELDS. We will have it as soon as | 
this is disposed of. 
Mr. HAMLIN. This joint resolution cannot | 
ass, | 
Mr. FOOTE. I call the Senator toorder. He | 
has no right to use such lan 


age. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Most assuredly I have. 
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Mr. FOOTE. 


The resolution is not under con- 


| Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly not; and it cannot 
| pass to-day. 

_Mr. PEARCE. I do not mean to consume the 
time of the Senate; but I give notice that if this 
resolution is taken up,I have material for a speech 
which I shall feel bound to make, and which cap. 
not be made without consuming some time. If 
| the Senate choose to take it up for consideration 

under these circumstances, be it so. 

Mr. FOOTE. Very well; we will hear the hon. 
_orable Senator’s speech, and see if it is for the pur. 
_ pose of defeating the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, beine 
taken, resulted: > 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien 
Bradbury, Bright, Clay, Clemens, Dawson, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Doug! 
Felch, Foote, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Jones, 
son, Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Yulee—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Chase, Clarke, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Ewing, Greene 
Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rantoul, Rher’ 
Seward, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and Wale, 
—22. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
| A-message was received from the House of 

Representatives announcing that they had passed 
| aresolution to appoint a committee of three to join 
_a similar committee on the part of the Senaie to 
wait upon the President of the United States, and 
inform him that, unless he had further communi- 
cations to make, the two Houses of Congress 
_ were ready to close their session. 
| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
then proceeded to the consideration of the * joint 
resolution for the relief of William M. Belt and 
his assignee, Thomas Ritchie, and for other pur- 
_ poses;’’ which was read a second time. 

Mr. FOOTE. It would be utterly idle in me, 


> Borland 
Dickinson, 
as, Downs, 
€s, King, Ma. 
Ww hiteomb, ang 


| 
| 
| or any friend of Mr. Ritchie, atthe present hour, 


to attempt to occupy the attention of the Senate 
/in a formal and methodic manner. I have before 
| me, what I shall not read, a clear, distinct, and 

what I deem a triumphant vindication of his claim 
for redress. I had hoped that some favorable op- 

portunity would have been presented to me to 

state all the facts in this unfortunate case, and to 

challenge to the controversy any individual who 
, may be imbued with prejudice, or who may have 
unfortunately conceived erroneous notions in re- 
_gard to the merits of this claim, and may be in- 

clined to enter the arena of contest. But the time 
for such a contest has gone by, Almost all that 
I could do has been done. The resolution is be- 
| fore the Senate. It is in the power of gentlemen 
to defeat it. Itis in their power to take advantage 
of the short time allowed to effect its defeat, and 
_ effect the ruin of one of the most meritorious men, 
in my opinion, the world ever produced. I speak 


| knowingly of theman and with a familiar acquaint- 


ance with his history. I know that when I cease 
to offer the few remarks I am now making, gen- 
tlemen will rise and state their views at length. | 
am prepared to listen to them certainly, though 
with much chagrin that such remarks as I expect 
should emanate from such a quarter. All I shall 


‘tion from the House for the relief of Thomas | do Wit Vin-tp antes she: Raeaie <P aneeniny hemes 


ter the remarks which I hold in my hand, which 
_ time does not allow me to deliver; and I beg leave 
now to call the attention of the Senate to what 


| may be presented in the Washington newspapers 


in a day or two, in support of this claim. I have 
| said nothing in relation to the real facts of the 
case. I have only called up the resolution. The 
House of Representatives has acted favorably upon 
it, and I feel that I have a right to appeal to the 
magnanimity of gentlemen to allow a vote to be 
taken upon it. I appeal almost hopelessly. How- 


| ever, the-appeal is made, and I have nothing more 


to say. 

The following is the speech referred to in the 
preceding remarks: 

I regret to feel compelled to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate for a few minutes in support of 
this resolution. In doing so, I feel authorized to 
appeal with confidence both to the justice and to 

_the magnanimity of this body—the most dignified 
legislative shamebed known to our free institutions. 


This appeal is likewise sustained strongly, and | 
think irresistibly, by the necessities of the public 
| service; and the interests of the whole country are 


unquestionably most deeply involved in the ques- 
| tion now under consideration. 
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Here is a man, venerable by public services | 
heretofore rendered to the country, not less than 
by his advanced age and the high moral qualities | 
which he has constantly evinced throughout a | 
jong career of dignity and of usefulness, who has | 
entered into a contract with Congress for the exe- 
cytion of the public printing. This contract he 
has faithfully performed, as the Printing Commit- 
tee of the other House formally reported but three 
days ago. This contract turns out in the course | 
of its execution to be of a most oppressive char- 
acter. It has involved him in most serious debts, 
and, unless you relieve him by your generosity, | 
his ruin is inevitable. He will not only be unable | 
to carry on your own work, but the patriotic 
newspaper which he has so long conducted with 
honor to himself and advantage to the country 
must cease to be published. The very means 
which the publication of that paper would have 
supplied for his own support have been already 
eshausted in the efforts made faithfully to carry 
into effect the burdensome contract referred to. 
The press of the Union must stop; all the property 
of its respected editor must be at once transferred 
to trustees for the benefit of his generous credit- | 
ors, and even the litthe which he has accumulated | 
in the course of a long and laborious life must be 
entirely swept away from him. If you refuse him 
relief, you consign one of the best men of the Re- 
public, and the large family dependent upon him, 
to utter poverty, but, thank God, not to disgrace. | 
Poor he will be; but still conscious of inward | 
purity of heart, and proud of having done nothing | 
at any period of his life of a nature to subject him 
to deserved discredit. Unparalyzed by your hos- | 
tility, he will go elsewhere to seek honorable em- 
ployment for the maintenance of that family. And 
do you not feel, sir, that the sympathies of a just 
and generous people will follow him in his retire- 
ment? This man is no stranger among us. For 
forty-seven years has he labored for the dissemi- | 
nation of ee truth, and for the maintenance | 
of our noble institutions, as no other man besides 
himself has ever been known todo. His name 
isnot unknown amidst the twenty-three millions 
of Americans who inhabit this broad land of ours, 
extending from the Pacific to the Atlantic. The 
story of his sufferings has already aroused a deep | 
interest in the public mind, from Maine to Cali- 
fornia, Strenuous party man as he has been, yet 
his case is such as to excite the sympathy of the 
good and the liberal-minded of all parties. 
Why, sir, should this venerable man be hunted 
down? Howhas he deserved the cruel fate to which 
he has been subjected? For forty-seven years 
was he a resident of Richmond as the editor of a | 
newspaper closely associated with the peculiar | 
glories which have lent splendor to the annals of 
that ancient Commonwealth; and, whilst acting in | 
this capacity, it has been his happiness at all 
times to number among his best and most devoted 
friends many of the most worthy members of the 
party to which he stood opposed. Though at dif- | 
ferent periods of his editorial life, whilst engaged 
in the fearless discharge of his duties as the advo- 
cate of what he deemed sound principles of gov- 
ernment, he has occupied a position calculated to 
invite every species of attack which partisan ma- 
lignity could devise, yet has his integrity never | 
been questioned. No blot stains his escutcheon as 
a private gentleman. He has enjoyed the confi- 
dence of a Jefferson and a Madison, in the best | 
and brightest days of the Republic. The former | 
has awarded an imperishable tribute to him, as | 
appears by the fourth volume of his correspond- 
ence. Mr. Madison honored him not less by his | 
public commendation than by his eeubliantind cor 
respondence. He came to Washington in 1845, 
In opposition to his own inclinations, and at the | 
earnest invitation of Mr. Polk, hoping to mend 
his pecuniary condition, which had been rendered 
seriously uncomfortable, not by acts of his own, | 
but by the indiscretions of others. How he has | 
demeaned himself since he became a resident of | 
Washington, is known to the world. Mr. Polk | 
was his firm, steadfast, and affectionate friend, | 
and the name of Thomas Ritchie is intimately as- 
sociated with every striking incident in his bril- 
liant administrative career. When in these latter 
days a perilous question arose to darken the delib- 
erations of this Hall, he did not retire ingloriously 
to his tent, but came forth with other warriors to 
mingle in the hottest of the fray, not fearing any | 
attack, nor fearing any consequences that might ' 
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personally betide himself, but desirous, above all 
things, to save the Union of the States and the 
| rights of the States from detriment and from dis- 
honor. He may have erred, either in his views 
of men or of principles at this crisis; but he did in 
all respects what his conscience dictated to him; 
and his conduct, I am confident, will bear the 
strictest scrutiny. 

Why, I repeat, should this patriotic and virtu- 
ous man be sacrificed? He has lost thousands in 
the honest effort to carry out an ill-starred con- 
tract. Shall his country, or shall its enlightened 
representatives, now consent to strip him of every- 
thing, whilst they are profiting by the work he 
has performed, and deriving benefit even from the 
ruin which is staring him in the face ? 

He asks you for relief, and what sort of relief? 
The resolution of the House of Representatives 
allows him only half the price that was paid for 
the public printing in 1819. The last resolution 
passed by Congress in 1846 stipulated 334 per 
cent. below the prices of 1819. John C. Rives 
demanded 28 percent. reduction during last Spring. 
Your Printing Committee proposed to pay Mr. 
Ritchie 35 per cent. less on short numbers and 45 
per cent. less on long numbers than these same 
prices of 1819. The civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill on your table allows Mr. Gideon 
many thousands beyond his contract for printing 
| a volume on commerce and navigation, and it al- 
lows him 35 per cent. reduction on the prices of 
1819. Mr. Gales, the experienced editor of the 
National Intelligencer, was frank and _ liberal 
enough to say, on Saturday last, that, according 
to the terms of this 50 per cent. resolution, as af- 
fairs are managed in his well-regulated establish- 
ment, he would not be able, in his opinion, to make 
5,000 under it—and this on the work of two ses- 
sions of Congress. Mr. Seaton declares that he 
would not take the printing of the next Congress 
at 50 per cent. reduction, and that at 40 per cent. 
he should scarcely expect to make any profit. 
Thus, whilst this contract price would ruin Mr. 
Ritchie, and this resolution would only allow him 
a small profit, it seems that there are some gentle- 
men here who grudge him even that. 

Can a just and high-minded people demand such 
a sacrifice and such a victim? And is any gentle- 
man surprised that we, sitting here in the name of 
the country, should firmly adhere to our deter- 
mination to do justice, though, perchance, the pub- 
lie interests may be fated to suffer somewhat from 
a little delay in the course of our legislative pro- 
ceedings? But to whom, I pray, is this delay at- 
tributable? Who are they that throw themselves 
into the path, and obstruct the regular prosecution 
of the public business? We, who are the friends 
and advocates of justice, or those who persecute 
the innocent and struggle to destroy the upright? 

If you crush Mr. Ritchie, you arrest by the 
same act the completion of the publie printing. 
All the documents on hand must remain unfin- 
ished. The Patent Office reports of the two ses- 
sions cannot issue; he has not the means to finish 
them or the other documents now in his hands. 
He is deeply indebted for the work that is already 
done. He cannot, as a conscientious man, add a 
dollar to the debt which he now owes his kind, 
sympathizing creditors. And he begs me to say, 
with that frankness which belongs to his character, 
and that justice which he owes to you, that if you 
deny him relief, you ought before you adjourn to 
provide some other arrangements for the consum- 
mation of the work which is now in his hands. 
It is impossible for him to go on with his present 
meas. 

Recollect, if you please, what took place during 
your last recess; and recollect, too, what occurred 
only a twelvemonth ago. Mr. Ritchie, so soon as 
he found what a ruinous contract he had entered 
into, proposed to make a new arrangement for the 
execution of the public printing. He expected 
every moment during that long session that Con- 
gress would act upon the subject. He offered to 
place his contract at your feet, and he continued 
to implore relief at your hands until the last day 
of the session. He was tantalized from time to 
time with the prospect of some new arrangement, 
executing his contract all the while with singular 
industry and fidelity, up to the very moment of 
your final adjournment. The effort to relieve him 
| then failed, as all present here well recollect; and 
| you, sir, well recollect, too, thaton Sunday night— 
the night before our adjournment—he went to con- 
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| it. 


| to his liberal benefactor? 


sé 


sult you in regard to the vast quantity of work 
which remained in his hands, and as to the course 
which it would be proper for him to pursue in re- 
lation to it. He told you that he did not feel that 
he should be acting fairly towards Congress if he 
did not apprise us, even at that last hour, that it 
would be necessary for us to make some new ar- 
rangement to carry on the printing; that he had 
prepared a letter several days before, announcing 
to Congress this condition of things, which letter 
was then in the hands of a friend, ready to be pre- 
sented to the House the moment the question of 
relief should be decided against him; but, that de- 
cision not having been made until after midnight, 
the letter had not been delivered. You will recol- 
lect, sir, also, that you advised him, with that 
frankness and discretion which you will permit 
me to say have distinguished your whole public 
course, to address to the Senate a letter, bringing 
to the notice of this body all the facts of the case, 
so soon as we should assemble the next morning. 
The Senator from New York [Mr. Dickinson] 
will remember that Mr, Ritchie did address to him 
such a communication, and requested him to lay 
its contents before the Senate; but that Senator, a 
true and steady friend of Mr. Ritchie, acting ac- 
cording to the best lights before him, declined a 
submission of the letter to our consideration. 
Thus Mr. Ritchie was left with an unprecedented 
quantity of work on his hands, Congress having 
voted no additional means to carry it on—nay, 
having passed a resolution that he should not . 
paid during the recess for the publication of the 
Taylor pamphlet, which pamphlet he had printed 
in the face of his own letter to the House of Rep- 
sentatives; the printing of it having been forced 
upon him under the existing contract—a contract 
that would have allowed him near $60,000; though 
he now offers to abandon that whole claim, as wel! 
as to reimburse you at least $10,000, in addition, 
on another job of the same description, if you will 
but grant him the relief contemplated by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives. Under 
these embarrassing circumstances, Mr. Ritchie 
could never have gone on with the work during 
the period of your late recess, had not a friend, 
whose munificence and whose means are both in 
every man’s mouth, come forward gratuitously 
and supplied him with the facilities for the execu- 
tion of his contract. Then Mr. Ritchie deter- 
mined to spare no pains or expense which might 
be requisite to the execution of the task before 
him, so far as it might be possible to perform it 
anterior to our reassembling in December last. 
He filled hisown rooms with workmen. He made 
an effort to enlist all the other offices in Washing- 
ton in his service. They were notable to do much 
for him. He then sent agents to Philadelphia and 
New York to put out large quantities of the work 
there at prices far beyond his contractterms. Ina 
word Mr. Ritchie endeavored to do his duty as ener- 
getically as he could. He declared in his paper that 
he should make it a ‘* debt of honor’’ upon Con- 
gress. You know best how you are now paying 
But, now, sir, the same scene cannot be acted 
over again if you this day refuse him relief. You 


| owe it to your constituents, if you will not act 


favorably on this resolution, to adopt some other 
arrangement for the execution of the public print- 
ing during the approaching recess. How, oF a 
now refuse him relief, can you expect him to carry 
on the public printing? Indebted to the generous 
friend already referred to from $20,000 to $30,000, 
besides the pressure of other heavy debts not in- 
cluded in this sum, how can he again have recourse 
With what face could 
he ask him to add debt to debt upon the precarious 
hope that ten or twelve months hence he might by 
possibility succeed in obtaining that justice aig 
denied to him? I am authorized to say he has al- 


| ‘ready exhausted his own means and the means of 


his sons in your service. To whom can he apply 
now for aid, if turned adrift again this day upon 


that ocean of uncertainty upon which he has so 


long been floating? J will not believe that this en- 
lightened body will refuse justice to one so meri- 


torious, yet so persecuted, as the venerable person- 
‘age in whose behalf | have ventured this day to 


address you. 

Mr. PEARCE. I shall be very far from saying 
anything of Mr. Ritchie which can wound him or 
his friends. I shall merely give a statement of 
facts, as I derive them from the printed documents 
which have resulted from the examination of com- 
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mittees of Congress. I have no desire to throw | 





reproach upon the political friends of Mr. Ritchie. || me a single moment. 


_ THE CONGRESSION 


|| 


Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senate will elo 


I rise to say that the bill 





I know how natural it is for them to sympathize | contains only the ordinary small appropriations | 


with him, and feel for him in the losses which he 


for light-houses, and I think it may be safely put | 


is supposed to have sustained in the execution of || upon its passage without its reading. It only con- | 
contracts assigned to him as — printer. I || tains appropriations for about $200,000, while | 


know that a close and firm bon 


of alliance must || bills of this character generally contain from half | 


have been fory.ed between them, and that it is | a million to a million and a half. 


natural gendemen should feei exceedingly anxious | 


| The bill was read a first and second time by its | 


with regard to the passage of this resolution; but || title, and considered by the Senate as in Committee | 


I believe it to be the duty of the Senate of the 
United States not to pass it. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by the hands of Mr. Young, their 
Clerk, announcing that the House had suspended 
the 17th joint rule, so far as it related to the post- 
route bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up the joint resolution relative to 
that rule, in order to allow the bill to be sent to the 
President. 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Mary- 
land will allow us to pass the light-house bill. 

Mr. FOOTE, If the Senator from Maryland 
will allow me, in a spirit of perfect courtesy and 
not of reproach, to say that if he really entertains 
the deliberate design to speak beyond the hour 


of twelve, it seems to me that we had better turn | 


our attention to other important subjects. 

Mr. PEARCE. I would not say that it is m 
design to speak beyond the hour of twelve; but it 
is my design to state the facts in the case as I un- 
derstand them, and to make an investigation, 
though not a very elaborate one. But if the debate 


goes on so as to be understood, I do not really | 


suppose | can get through by that hour. 
fr. FOOTE. I will relinquish the struggle, 
and ‘move to lay the resolution on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take the 
liberty of presenting a letter which has just been 
addressed to him, the contents of which the Sen- 


ate ought to understand, in which Mr. Ritchie | 


states his inability to do the work, and wishes to 
be relieved from his obligation. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have heard that story a great 
many times, 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair thought it his | 


duty to present it to the Senate for their action. 
Mr. HAMLIN, I move that the light-house 
bil! be taken up. 


Mr. COOPER. Are there not other bills which | 


have precedence of that? 

The PRESIDENT. It is moved to postpone 
the previous orders to take up the light-house bill. 

Mr. MASON. 
the Senate to have that letter read? 

The PRESIDENT. 
sired, unless the Senate decide otherwise. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I move to dispense with 
the reading. 

The motion was agreed to. 


A message was received from the House of | 


Representatives, announcing that the Speaker of 
the House had signed an enrolled bill making ap- 
ropriations to establish certain post-routes in the 
Jnited States and the Territories thereof. 
The foregoing bill was then signed by the Pres- 
ident of the Senate, and also the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 


of the Government for the year ending June 30, || 


1852, and for other purposes. 
THE LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I now move that the light- 
house bill be taken up. 
The motion was agreed to. 


This sheet completes the Coneresstona, Guose for the Second Se 


| 


Task if it is not the right of r 
A message was received from the House of Rep- | 


It will be read if it is de- resentatives announcing that the Speaker had | 


| ofthe Whole. It was reported to the Senate with- | 
| out amendment, and ordered to a third reading. | 
Mr. CLAY. I wish to make one single ob- | 


| servation. I hope the Senate and the country will | 


| take notice with what facility, with what unanim- | 

| ity, the power to regulate commerce on the sea- 
board is exercised, and what opposition is made 
to the exercise of the same power in the valley of 
the Mississippi. 

| Mr. HAMLIN. The difference between the 

| two objects is, that one is well calculated to give 


| light, and the other is not. | 
| 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 
| A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, announcing that the Speaker had | 
| signed the bill making appropriations for the sup- | 
port of the Navy Department for the year ending | 
June 30, 1852. 
The President of the Senate proceeded to sign | 
that bill. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, announcing that they had passed a | 

| resolution for the appointment of a committee 
jointly with such committee as may be appointed 

by the Senate to wait upon the President of 


| he has further communications to make to the 
|| two Houses of Congress, they are ready to close 
|| their session, and 

|| Tompson, Mr. Scuenck, and Mr. McDowe tt, 
| the committee on their part. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move that the Senate 
| concur in that resolution. 

_ The motion was agreed to, and the Chair ap- 
| pointed Messrs. UnpErwoop, Mason, and Souter, 
the committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
17th joint rule, so far as it relates to the light- 
house bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the Senator 


from Wisconsin, from the committee to audit and | 
control the contingent expenses of the Senate, has | 


| a resolution to offer, to authorize the payment of 
extra compensation to our officers. I hope there 
will be no objection to passing it now. 

The resolution was read. 


signed an enrolled bill making an appropriation for 
light-houses, and for other purposes. 


The foregoing bill was then signed by the Pres- | 


ident of the Senate. 

The question recurred on the resolution. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. It is with a great deal of 
| pain that I make any objection to this resolution. 


subject at the last session, in opposition to the 
principle of such an appropriation, I cannot, con- 
sistently with my opinions, suffer that resolution 
to pass. 
sufficient, I am in favor of increasing them, but I 
| think this mode of compensation is highly objec- 
|| tionable. 

| Mr. EWING. It is a very little boon. 

| Mr. HALE, (standing in front of the President’s 
|| chair, with two or three of the Senate pages near 
|| him.) I wish one of these boys could ansvrer for 


which will be sent to subscribers as soon as it can be prepared. 


have appointed Mr. Jacos | 


I now move to suspend the | 


L GLOBE. 


| 





| But, from the ground which I occupied on that | 


If the salaries of these officers are not | 


; — 
himself; but as they cannot, | hope the Senate 
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will answer for them. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. 
more remarks. 

A Senator. It is past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Does the Chair decig 

oa, : e 
that it is past twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bartow 
° ° ° N 
in the chair.) By my watch it lacks five minutes 
of that time. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I have the floor. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I ask the Senator to allow 
me to offer a resolution. I hope the other regoly. 
tion may be laid aside for that purpose. 

‘The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of the Senate be 
and the same are hereby tendered to the honorable Witty 
R. Krva, for the very able, dignified, and impartial manner 
in which he has presided over the deliberatious of the gen. 
ate during the session now about to terminate. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously, 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I only gave way for the 
introduction of that resolution. If I he any in- 
ducement, so far as regards my personal feelings, 
I should allow this resolution to pass. I know it 
is an ungracious position that I assume, and noth- 
ing reconciles me to it but a sense of duty. And 
I have ever made it a rule of my life to follow 
where duty calls me. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman will 
give way, I will make a report from the joint com. 
mittee. 

The joint committee appointed by the two 
Houses to wait upon the President have performed 
that duty. We informed him that we had fin- 
ished our legislative duties, and were now ready 


1 wish to make a few 


the United States, and inform him, that unless || to adjourn, if he had no further communication to 


make. He informed us that we might say to our 





| 


respective Houses that he had no further com- 
munication to make to them. 

Mr. CLAY. Allow me to say that the resolu. 
tion under consideration can be adopted in execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. BADGER. Exactly; we will take it up 
to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. having resumed his 
seat, rose and said: 

Senators: The hour of twelve o’clock having 
arrived, the Chair feels bound to adjourn the Sen- 
ate. Previous to doing so, it would be doing in- 


— to himself, with the feelings which actuate 


im, if he did not return his sincere thanks to the 
Senators generally, for the kindness and courteous- 
ness of manner with which they have uniformly 
treated him since he has presided over them. He 
is aware that on many occasions he may not have 
discharged his duties in such a manner as to give 
entire satisfaction. But ‘‘ to err is human.’”’ The 
Chair can only say, that on all occasions, he has 
endeavored so far as he was able to discharge the 
duties imposed upon him fairly, honestly, impar- 
tially; that on no occasion has he evaded that rule 
which he considered an imperative one, that he 
should make no distinction between Senators upon 
different sides of this House. 

We are now about to part, brother Senators. | 
trust we shall be permitted to return in safety to 
our respective homes, to enjoy the recess from our 
legislative labers, and that we shall return agail 
after that recess, prepared to labor for the great 
interests of the country, and to restore, as far &s 
— that harmony and fraternal feeling which 

as hitherto prevailed in this Republic. Senators, 
I bid you all farewell! 

The Senate stands adjourned sine die. 








[For list of Acts, &c., passed, see Appendix. 
For proceedings of the extra session of the 





The Concresstonat Grose and Appenprx will be continued at the next session of Congress. 


Senate, see Appendix. ] 
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